
 

 

The Fisher Way: Curriculum 
 
 
 
 

Successful and resilient learners who aspire to and achieve excellence 
Confident individuals who can explore and communicate effectively 

Responsible citizens who are active, loving and wise in all their endeavours 
 

Subject Drama 

Year Group Year 8 

Intent 

The study of Drama will develop… 

  

Successful and resilient learners: who understand a wide range of theatrical styles, genres and practitioners through 
both a theoretical and practical lens, demonstrating an ability to perform and analyse relevant techniques, applying them 
to their chosen performative skill.  



Confident individuals: who can successfully collaborate with others, speak confidently in public and in group situations, 
and who can utilise appropriate vocal and physical skills to assist with their realisation of a character/stage persona. 
Learners will also be curious and confidently analyse, probe and interrogate situations and stimulus material. 

Responsible citizens: who are able to sensitively understand and explore subtext and context in text-based, 
performative and real life situations, harnessing a developed conscientiousness and moral compass. Learners will 
demonstrate empathy, enabling them to act with compassion and understanding in their lives, both on and off stage. 

 

 
 

Narrative 

 
 

By the end of Y8, students will have a more profound understanding of the context of theatre and performance, having explored 
seminal theatre practitioners and playwrights, such as Shakespeare, and having an insight into the process of getting a play up on 
its feet whilst exploring content and themes. Furthermore, the students will have had an opportunity to engage with abstract and 

physical theatre techniques. Finally, students by now will have a confident understanding of a range of key subject terminology and 
will be able to use this terminology when performing, creating and analysing theatre.  

 
This builds on the work undertaken in Y7 as it further enhances their basic performance skills whilst presenting challenge with tricker 
and more mature topics. Their understanding of morals, messages and the psychology laden within theatre will also be developed.  

 
In Y9, students will engage with a series of intensive practical and theoretical workshops exploring different theatre practitioners. 

Their study of Shakespeare in Y8 sets them up well for this. Additionally, students will be challenged physically with more technical 
performance skills and their work in Y8 on physical theatre will certainly help when exploring challenging and abstract techniques.  

 
 
 
 

Half term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
(topics 

studied) 
The Dark Side The Dark Side Blood Brothers Blood Brothers Shakespeare Shakespeare 



Key skills  

Students will 
experience new 
techniques and 

skills through the 
horror genre; 

Teacher-in-role, 
rhythm and pace, 

use of mask, 
building dramatic 
tension and story 

development. 

Students will 
experience new 
techniques and 

skills through the 
horror genre; 

Teacher-in-role, 
rhythm and pace, 

use of mask, 
building dramatic 
tension and story 
development. As 

their final 
performance the 

students will 
explore The News 

as a genres and put 
together a live news 
report regarding a 
strange event at 

Darkwood Manor. 

The students will 
explore the 

storyline of Blood 
Brothers including 

its themes and 
characters. 

Students need to 
show an ability to 

select key moments 
from a text, develop 

an understand of 
the role of a 

narrator, explore 
the importance of 
the opening of a 
play, vocally and 

physically explore a 
character much 
younger then 

themselves, explore 
subtext, learn lines 

and develop a 
character inside 

and out. 

The students will 
explore the storyline 

of Blood Brothers 
including its themes 

and characters. 
Students will need to 

show an ability to 
select key moments 

from the text, develop 
an understanding of 
the role of a narrator, 

explore the 
importance of the 
opening to a play, 

vocally and physically 
explore a character 
much young than 

themselves, explore 
subtext, learn lines 

and develop a 
character inside and 

out. 

Explore a range of 
Shakespearian 

plays; Romeo and 
Juliet, The Tempest 

and As you like it 
(Seven Stages of 

Man).  The students 
will explore using 

Shakespearian text 
in performances 

and will discuss the 
relevance of the 

stories today. 

Explore a range 
of Shakespearian 
plays; Romeo and 

Juliet, The 
Tempest and As 
you like it (Seven 
Stages of Man).  
The students will 

explore using 
Shakespearian 

text in 
performances and 

will discuss the 
relevance of the 

stories today. 

Cultural capital 

Students will 
explore the gothic 

horror genre 
through stories 

such as The Other 
and The Woman in 
Black. Students will 

consider the 
psychological 

reason humans 
enjoy horror 

movies. Why were 
scary stories 

Students will 
explore the gothic 
horror genre and 

Media/News genre 
through the story of 
Darkwood Manor. 

Students will 
explore how the 

news is presented 
in contemporary 

society. 

Students will 
explore social 
inequality and 

nature vs nurture. 
Written during a 
time of a huge 

changes in society 
and politics the play 
draws attention to 

the detrimental 
effects that social 

Students will explore 
the social inequality 

and nature vs nurture. 
Written during a time 
of huge changes in 
society and politics 

the play draws 
attention to te 

detrimental effects 
that social inequality 
can have on people’s 

lives. 

Students will 
explore the works 

of greatest 
playwright in 

History. Students 
will explore the 

Globe theatre and 
develop an 

understanding of 
how plays were 
presented in the 
1500s without 
special effects, 

Students will 
explore the works 

of greatest 
playwright in 

History. Students 
will explore the 

Globe theatre and 
develop an 

understanding of 
how plays were 
presented in the 
1500s without 
special effects, 



created in the first 
place? 

inequality can have 
on people’s lives. 

lighting, sound cues 
etc. 

lighting, sound 
cues etc. 

Assessment 

Students are asked 
to design a set for 
the horror genre. 
They are assessed 
on their set design 
and their 
application of 
design skills and 
keywords. 

Students write their 
own mini scene / 
script and bring it to 
life. They are 
assessed on both 
process and 
performance.  

Students are 
assessed on a 
scripted piece of 
performance of 
Mickey and 
Edwards first 
meeting.  

Students are 
assessed on a written 
piece of work 
analysing and 
interpreting a section 
of the Blood Brothers 
play.  

Students are 
assessed on a 
performance of an 
extract from Romeo 
and Juliet 

Students will be 
assessed on a 
written piece of 
work analysing 
Shakespearean 
Drama.  

 


